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Homo sapiens and early human migration
Overview
· Homo sapiens, the first modern humans, evolved from their early hominid predecessors between 200,000 and 300,000 years ago in Africa. The first modern humans began moving outside of Africa starting about 70,000-100,000 years ago.
Homo sapiens is part of a group called hominids, which were the earliest human like creatures. Based on archaeological and anthropological evidence, we think that hominids diverged from other primates somewhere between 2.5 and 4 million years ago in eastern and southern Africa. Though there was a degree of diversity among the hominid family, they all shared the trait of bipedalism, or the ability to walk upright on two legs. 
Hominids continued to evolve and develop unique characteristics. Their brain capacities increased, and approximately 2.3 million years ago, a hominid known as Homo habilis began to make and use simple tools. By a million years ago, some hominid species, particularly Homo erectus, began to migrate out of Africa and into Eurasia, where they began to make other advances like controlling fire. 
Though there were once many kinds of hominids, only one remains: Homo sapiens. 
Between 70,000 and 100,000 years ago, Homo sapiens began migrating from the African continent and populating parts of Europe and Asia. For instance, they reached the Australian continent in canoes sometime between 35,000 and 65,000 years ago.

Define the terms and answer the questions:
1. Homo sapiens - _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Hominid - _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Bipedalism - _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What part of the world did humans first evolve? ___________________________________________________________________
5. What capabilities did early humans develop as their brain capacity grew? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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